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Management Committee  
2007 - 2008 

 
Office bearers 

Chairperson: Maya Cifali 
Deputy Chair: Michele Castagna 

Secretary:  Lindsay Wright 
Treasurer: Badrul Jafaar  

 then Kamile Georgious  
 
 
 

Committee members 
Sylvia Anderson 

Anna Kenny 
Hilda Reeder 

 
 
 

 

 
Badrul, Hilda and Kamile have 
now resigned.  Michele and 
Sylvia are not re-nominating  
for 2008-09. 

We urgently need 
nominations to elect 

a new energetic   
committee for 2008-09 

 
Nomination forms are enclosed 

Return them to the Executive 
Officer,  MCSCA,  PO Box 1160  

Alice Springs  NT  0871 

 

In this issue... 

V From the chairé 

V New coordinator for the Multicultural  

Branch. 

V MCSCA programs and activities. 

V Cook cheap - Eat well. 

V MCSCA market place. 

V Stories to tell. 

V Membership application form. 

V Nomination forms. 

V Notice of Annual General Meeting. 

V Constitution goals. 

V  Photos of the year. 

Have your say! 

(membership application forms are enclosed)  

Please renew your membership for 

2008-09, or join NOW...                  

in time for the AGM.  



I 
 see ahead ... with optimism!   
I see in the crystal ball that 
ACCENTS is coming back 
from the dead, after 15 

months of absence, to give a 
new lease of life to our MCSCA 

family... 

At the AGM of 2007, I was 
elected Chairperson to replace 
Michele Castagna.  We cannot 
be grateful enough for the con-
tribution she has made to 
MCSCA over a long period of 
more than 10 years...   Thank 
you Michele - You said it your-
self, it is time - long overdue - 
for a change of the guard... and 
I put my hand up at the elections 
of November 2007.  I did not 

really know what I was up to... 

No need to be hiding, the year 
has been hard without proper 

staff   and   with   a   somewhat  

diverse    committee, reduced 
from 10 to 5  committee mem-
bers are so dedicated that they 
burnt out as they performed all 
sort of tasks to enable the or-
ganisation to survive with a 
smile! However some landmarks 
have been achieved and their 
positive outcomes will be 
reaped in this new year 2008-
09 (and so I hope!): 
 
V The development of a strate-

gic plan for 2008-2011 is 
among the most relevant. 

V Then, the identification of the 
CALD population of Alice 
Springs and their needs and 
aspirations... and how 
MCSCA could  meet these 
needs 

V And last but no least, the de-
velopment of a data base to 
indicate who what where are 
the Culturally and Linguisti-
cally Diverse (CALD) client 
group that MCSCA is sup-
porting.  The ABS (Australian 
Bureau of Statistics) say that 
Alice has a 16% CALD 
population and this does not 
count those who are second 
or third generation Austra-
lians of European migrants.  
Some have settled and  inte- 

grated successfully and do 
not wish to be seen as 
òneedyó, but their active par-
ticipation in community events 
and  activities to help with 
the integration of  more re-
cent comers would be most 
welcome. 

V The update of our website:  
see www.mcsca.org.au ð try 
it! 

V And a smarter production of 
ACCENTS ð your newsletter! 

V The CALD community has 
also participated in major 
community events, and 
MCSCA has not gone un-
noticed in our town ð the 
photos of these events will 
confirm our ever colourful 
presence. 

 
It is to be remembered that our 
major and first role in Alice 
Springs remains the settlement 
of newcomers, and humanitarian 
entrants mainly from African 
countries.  For this we can say 
òThank You Margueriteó. 
We are now preparing our 
AGM, and you are the one to 
decide on our future endeav-
ours. 
See you at the AGM on 20   
October, if not before... 

Maya Cifali -  Chairperson 

They were ruling the roost! 

Maya Cifali 

Chairperson 

Michele 

Castagna     

Deputy Chair 

Kamile     

Georgious 

Treasurer  

Sylvia    

Anderson 

Member 

Anna Kenny  

Member 
Hilda Reeder 

Member 

Badrul Jafaar 

Treasurer  

Lindsay Wright  

Secretary 
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Drop in ï Information Centre  

MCSCA Programs and Activities 

Page 3 

Settlement Branch  
Margue-
rite Bap-
t i s t e -
Rooke is 
still hold-
ing the 
fort; with 
expertise 
acquired 
over 12 
years in 
the job, 
she assists 
newcom-
ers in their various needs when 
they just arrive in this new place, 
often after years in refugee 
camps.   She is due to a well 
deserved Long Service Leave.  
She will be away for 4 months 
from October to January, visit-
ing family in the Seychelles. 
 
Leony Bowey, who was for 
many years the coordinator of 
the òMRCó (Migrant Resource 
Centre)  at Belvedere House, 
will be filliing in...  Newcomers, 
humanitarian entrants, refugees 
and migrants under any sort of 
visa can rely on her to give the 
appropriate advice and assist 
with settlement. 

Marguerite Baptiste-Rooke  

Multicultural Branch  
F 

or all those of Culturally and Linguistically 
Diverse (CALD) background  who are far 
away from family and  aspire to a 
warm welcoming place to relax after 

shopping,  to have a cuppa and a chat, ex-
change memories and learn about their country 
of adoption  or about other countries, MCSCA is 
a rallying point.   Oscar the newly appointed 
coordinator may bring some stimulation if not curi-
osity to the older settlers as well as the passer-
by... and answer their various queries. 
Call in and tell him what you wish to see devel-
oped. 

u nder the jolly 
guidance of Kerry 
Homer, the pro-
gram has never 

stopped to be a vibrant fo-
cus point for young mothers 
(and fathers) and their tod-
dlers or 
y o u n g 
ch i ld ren.  
This multi-
c u l t u r a l 
p l a y 
g r o u p 
brings to-
g e t h e r 
new com-
ers from 
all over 
the world 
and older 
A u s t r a -
lians to 
learn from 
each other, and for the chil-
dren until school age to com-
municate, learn and laugh as 
children do without any possi-
ble form of prejudice  
 

The Group meets every Fri-
day from 9am to 1pm, at the 
Uniting Church Parish Hall, 
Todd Mall.  

Just join in! 

Susu Mama  
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MCSCA Programs and Activities 

The seniors group has changed 
form to become The Intergen-
erational Activity Group... 
Who would like to join, share 
and have fun? 

Intergenerational 
Activity Group  

Bring your own lunch, bring your 
special recipe, and share a meal 
with others  during your  lunch 
break, between 12 and 1.30 
pm, at MCSCA until a better 
location could be found.  All 
welcome. 

Wednesday 
Luncheons    

To complement our meagre re-
sources, we organise a dinner-
dance every year with games and 
prizes. 
The event is expected with antici-
pation by the broader community! 
Due to minimal committee avail-
ability, it has been  decided to 
postpone it to early 2009. 

Annual Multicultural 
Fundraiser  

V Harmony Day    (in March).       
V Bangtail Muster (in May).         
V Alice Desert Festival (in September).  

Annual Community 
Events  

Under OMA sponsorship 

New menôs project! 

Menôs skills development,                          

introduction to repair and maintenance 

T 
en weeks pilot project at 
4 hours/week. Sam the 
tutor-trainer is seeking 
the interest of 6 to 10 

men wishing to learn about: 
 
V Handling tools with safety. 
V Basic carpentry. 
V Basic plumbing. 
V Basic  electrical repairs. 
V Cooking all styles. 
V Gardening, drip systems 

and soils. 
And all this is FREE! 

ENROL NOW  
Expressions of       

interest will          
determine when the 

project will start. 
 

 
Register with 

Multicultural Community 
Services of Central Australia. Inc 

2/20 Parsons Street 
Tel: (08) 89528776 

multic@mcsca.org.au 

See Oscar 

Looking for men! 



                                            Multicultural Community Services of Central Australia Inc. 
2/20 Parsons Street PO Box 1160  Alice Springs  NT  0871 

ph. 08-8952 8776 fax   08-8952 5176       e-mail: info@mcsca.org.au 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION /RENEWAL  FORM  
      
 
I, ___________________________________________________________________________________  (Full name)  

wish to  
    
   APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP OF MCSCA 
 

   RENEW MY MEMBERSHIP FOR 2008-09 
 
 

I have read and support the Aims and Objectives of the Association as stated overleaf.  

I acknowledge that as a member I can vote at any general meeting which includes 

the Annual General Meeting and have the right to be elected on the Management 

Committee. As a Member I am also entitled to receive the quarterly newsletter as 

well as invitations to MCSCA events and ministerial functions. 

 

My details are as follows: 
Full name/s: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: (home) ________________________________ (work)_________________________________________ 
 
              (mobile) _________________________________ (fax)__________________________________________ 
 
E-mail: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Occupation: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Country of origin: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you speak any other languages other than English? _________________________________________________ 
 
 
Signed:________________________________________ Date:     /      /     
 
 
 
(name) ______________________________________ has been accepted as a member of the Multicultural Community 
Services of Central Australia on (date)         /            / 
 

    The Secretary: _____________________________________ 
 
 
 

Do you want to become a member? 

Or renew your membership? 
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Complete this form and send it to MCSCA 



Objectives and Purposes of the Constitution of MCSCA are as follows:                                                              

a. To provide comprehensive settlement and 
multicultural services including information, 
counselling, referral and support services 
through the association and in collabora-

tive partnership with other agencies. 

b. To support, facilitate and promote the 
philosophy and practice of access and 
equity and to develop and implement ap-

propriate policies to that effect. 

c. To provide timely and informed advice to 
the Department of Immigration and Multi-
cultural Affairs (DIMA) and to the North-
ern Territory Office of Multicultural Af-
fairs (OMA) with respect to the needs and 
aspirations of emerging communities, 
newly arrived migrants and refugees, and 
the development of a harmonious multicul-

tural society in the Northern Territory. 

d. To coordinate services and activities in the 
community relating to the early settlement 
and long term needs of persons from cul-
turally diverse backgrounds in conformity 
with principles and policies of access and 

equity. 

e. To establish partnerships with government 
and non government bodies to enable a 
targeted and non-discriminatory service 

delivery to the multicultural community. 

f. To ensure relevant service delivery to vul-
nerable groups within culturally and lin-
guistically diverse (CALD) community in-
cluding small, isolated and emerging com-

munities. 

g. To combat racism and discrimination 
based on ethnic origin or religion and to 
promote greater appreciation of the 
benefits of diversity to Australian society 
and the richness of contribution of that 

diversity. 

 A full copy of the MCSCA Constitution is available from the MCSCA office at 2/20 

Parsons St or phone the office on 08 89528776 to have a copy emailed to you. 

Pag

Extract of the Constitution of  MCSCA Inc.  
(as amended August 2006). 
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General Business: 
 
V Minutes of  AGM of 28 November 2007. 
V Annual report for the year 2007-08. 
 

Ð Chairpersonõs  Report. 
Ð SGP/CSSS Officerõs  Report. 
Ð Treasurerõs report and Audited.       

Financial Statement for the year 
ended 30/6/08.  

V Election of new Management Committee 
members. 

 

Ð Chairperson. 
Ð Deputy Chairperson. 
Ð Secretary. 
Ð Treasurer. 
Ð No less than 3 Ordinary Committee 

Members. 
V Appointment of Public Officer and    

Auditor for 2009. 
V éAndéSPECIAL RESOLUTION  

Proposed changes to the Constitution, as 
per amendments to the Schedule to the 
Constitution of August 2006 in attach-
ment. 

Members of the community are 

welcome to attend.  

Membership forms and Nomination 

forms for Committee members are 

available in this issue. 

Notice of:  

ANNUAL 
GENERAL 
MEETING 

2008  

(Refreshments will be provided). 

The AGM of your 
Organisation will be 
held on Monday 20 
October 2008  at 
5:30pm. 
 
VENUE: UNITING 
CHURCH HALL,  
Todd Mall.  



                                            Multicultural Community Services of Central Australia Inc. 
2/20 Parsons Street PO Box 1160  Alice Springs  NT  0871 

ph. 08-8952 8776 fax   08-8952 5176       e-mail: info@mcsca.org.au 

      

NOMINATION FOR MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
 
I, ______________________________________________________________  (Name and surname)  
 a member of the Multicultural Community Services of Central Australia Inc,  
 

wish to nominate 
 
__________________________________________________________________(name of nominee) 
for the position of  (tick one) 
 
CHAIRPERSON      
 

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON      
 

SECRETARY          
 

TREASURER          
 

COMMITTEE MEMBER     
 
on the Management Committee of the Multicultural Community Services of Central Australia Inc., for 
the year  2008-2009. 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________________  Date      /       /  
Name in full 
 

Seconded by 
 
Signed: _______________________________________                Date      /       / 
Name in full  
 
Nomineeõs acceptance: 
 

I, __________________________________, a member of the Multicultural Community Services of 

Central Australia Inc., accept the above nomination and agree to attend the Committee Meetings as 

notified.  I understand that three failures to attend these meetings without due apologies will result in 

my deletion from the Management Committee. 
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YOU CAN NOMINATE THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE!  



Cook Cheap    

Eat Well  

N 
asi Lemak is a popular meal in Malay-
sia. It consists of creamy coconut rice 
served with a spicy anchovy side dish, 
hardboiled egg and slices of cucumber. 

 
 
Rice  
4 cups rice 
1 ¼ Litres of coconut milk 
1/4 teaspoons salt 
1 cm ginger root, ground into a paste 
2 screwpine (pandan) leaves, tie them together 
(they will be taken out at the end) 
 
Preparation: 
Rinse rice well and leave soaking in water for 1 
hour, then drain it. In a pot, mix rice, coconut milk, 
salt, ginger root and screwpine leaves, and boil on 
low heat for about 15-20 minutes. Mix the rice 
through with a fork when finished, and then serve. 
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Recipes for Spring... 

Ikan Bilis Sambal (spicy anchovy dish) 
100g dried anchovies, rinsed and drained  
2 tablespoon of chilli paste  
1 teaspoon of turmeric powder  
2 teaspoon soya sauce  
10 shallots, sliced finely  
2 teaspoon lime juice  
oil  
 
Preparation 
Heat oil in a frypan. Mix the anchovies, chilli paste 
and turmeric together, then fry the anchovies until 
they are brown and a little crisp. Remove from heat 
and set aside. Using the oil left over in the pan 
(add a little if necessary) fry the onions. When on-
ions are soft, return anchovies to the pan, and add 
the soya sauce and lime 
juice. Toss mixture over 
a low fire until most of 
the moisture evaporates. 
Season with salt as nec-
essary and garnish with 
sliced shallots.  

Nasi Lemak  
(for four people) 

Gli gnocchi della Nonna! 
(potato dumplings)  

Preparing the dumplings:   
Boil 1kg of white potatoes, till soft. 
Mash into puree and while warm insert 1 cup of plain flour, and 1 egg...  mix 
well with finger tips into light soft dough. 
Sprinkle the table top (marble is best!) with flour and roll this potato dough into 
sausages about 2cm to 3cm diameter... cut into bits also about 2 to 3cm length 
ð this makes little square dumplings. 
Each dumpling is then run over the reserve of a fork... to mark some indents into 
them. 
Place the dumpling over a kitchen towel to dry till lunch or dinner time. 
 
Cooking the dumplings:  Bring to boil a large pot of water with salt.  Pour the dumpling into the boiling water, some 
20 dumplings at a time.  When cooked they will rise to the surface; remove with an òecumoiró and put in a large 
serving dish. 
 
Serving the dumplings: When all dumplings are cooked, serve with a rich Neapolitan sauce and parmesan cheese. 
Salt and pepper to taste.  

(for four people) 
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MCSCA  MARKET  PLACE  

OFFER & DEMAND  

I would like a ginger or black 
kitten  to be my companion 
Iõll provide a good home! ring:  
8952 8229.  

The intergenerational 
group is seeking a 
òfacilitatoró, for 4 hours/
week paid at the rate of 
$25/hour (as casual) to 
provide community ac-
cess/social activities/health information 
to seniors and interaction with younger 
people and anybody in between.    
Contact 89528776. 

3 year old PC  for sale with XP 
home and Microsoft 2000 ð 
low memory Works well ð 
good for assignments, prepar-
ing budgets...  learning basic 
Microsoft programs $200  ð 
ring 89528776.  

Tinh and Lan  Vietnamese 
Restaurant Lot 109 
Heffernan Road 
Phone 89528396 / 
89520745 
amg09@mail.com 

The editor is keen to 
receive yours contribu-
tions to the further is-
sues of Accents due in 
December  2008 , 
March and June 2009. 
Your articles, recipes, 
responses, thoughts and ideas, creative 
writing and poetryé are welcome! 
Contact: multic@mcsca.org.au 

H 
alf a century ago this year, I 
and my brother David emi-
grated to Australia as ò10 
pounds Pomsó. 

We left the industrial north of England, 
Sheffield, and came by boat from South-
ampton to Melbourne.  The boat trip took 
four weeks, and what a wonderful experi-
ence that was! ð Sunshine, swimming, 
dancing, making friends, such fun, and all 
for just 10 pounds! 
 
We arrived in Melbourne in December 
1958, and it was freezing!!! Raian dna 
wind and so òun-Australianó, we felt very 
left-down.  Australia House had fooled 
us...  As well, there were trams, traffic 
lights, shops, traffic - no Kalas or kanga-
roos, or aborigines! 
 
My oldest brother was already here, and 
he and his friends drove us up to Bendigo 
that first evening, where we were to live 
and to work. 
 
The Australian bush was magic! We were 
entranced by the scenery, seen by 
moonlight, and that road entering Eagle-
hawk has been branded into my memory.  
Shops with verandahs out the fron, and 
swing doors, just like a cowboy film set.  
And the Town Hall at the bottom of the hill 
ð so perfect! 
 
We lived in Eaglehawk with my sponsors ð 
friends of my oldest brother ð and I got a 
nursing job at Bendigo Base Hospital, and 
my brother David got a plumbing job al-
most immediately.  Both of us earned 
twice as much in our pay as weõd earned 
in England.  The streets were definitely 
lined with gold!  I remember accumulating 
all this money, and having to find a bank 
to put it in. 
 

 Stories to tell 

Back in the Day  
Contribution by Ann Clifton 

Shortage of  affordable accommoda-
tion in Alice Springs is an issue. No room 
at the Inn. 
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W 
hen I was a young boy I lived with 
my grandfather in North Vietnam 
and I learnt gardening from him, 
but our garden was a lot smaller, 

we also sold the veggies we grew.   In Vietnam I 
was a crane operator for 14 years; I loved my 
job, I wanted to keep doing it, but there is no need 
in Alice Springs. 
 
Sometimes there were so many aeroplanes flying 
over and bombs, it was like fireworks in the sky. 
When I heard the bombs at first I used to get out 
of bed and go underground, but it happened so 
often that after a while I just decided to stay in 
bed, oh well if I die I die!  Everyone knew people 
who got killed, too many people got killed, my 
gamily were very lucky. 
 

I came to Alice Springs in September 1994, from 
Vietnam (via Hong Kong and The Philippines) 
When i first got here I had a job at the airport 
catering, and I worked for the man who owned this 
farm which is now our farm.  I worked very hard 
and I bought the farm from him 4 years later. 
 

Is gardening difficult here compared to gardening 
in Vietnam? No, not really, itõs the same but some 
plants need too much water, so we donõt grow 
them. ó 
 

It gets very hot in summer, but I donõt mind, you 
know why? Because itõs dry.  People who drive 
past say ôwe see you working very early in the 
morning and then when we drive past again in the 
evening you are still working...õ  They donõt know 
that from 1 to 4pm I am inside resting while the sun 
is too hot. 
 

In summer time we have to water the garden three 
times a day, we donõt have any shade cloth  ex-
cept for the area where we grow our seedlings.  
Shade cloth is good, but itõs too expensive to cover 
the whole garden.  In winter the frost is a problem.  
If there has been frost you mustnõt water the gar-
den that morning or the plants will die, also you 
mustnõt water at night the plants will fill up with 
water and freeze.  The best time to water is bout 
3pm. 
 

My seeds came from a seed company in Mel-
bourne.  Now we collect the seeds from our own 
plants.  We have been very busy; lots of people 
come and buy our veggies here at the farm, and 
at the Sunday markets.  I feed my soil with cow 
manure maybe 2 or 3 times a year, and some 
compost, but not much! 

OSCAR ADRIAN ARANGO comes from 
Colombia ð he loves people, brings a 
new face to our quarters and speaks 
Spanish...  The task ahead is challeng-
ing, but the energy of this young man 
may bring water to the well...   Come 
and meet him at the office:  Monday ð 

Wednesday ð Thursday, between 9am and 
4pm. 
 
The position had remained vacant for the last 
12 months!  But at long last a Multicultural Ac-
tivities Coordinator has been appointed. 
Still a very part time position though, and we 
are pressing the NT Government to fulfil the 
scope of its Multicultural Policy. 
Contact him by email:     multic@mcsca.org.au 

News  
WELCOME to OSCAR!  

The Multicultural Branch of MCSCA 

has a new Coordinator...   

Can you join us & be 
at Anzac Oval car 
park at 5:00 pm 
dressed in national 
costume or fiesta out-
fits, families welcome 
The parade starts at 
6:00 pm.     
Walking down the 
Todd Mall will take 45 
minutes.   
Please come, join the fun, festivities & sharing 
of our respective cultures. 
  

See ya there or be SQUARE! 

Friday 12th September 2008 

ALICE DESERT FESTIVAL  

STREET PARADE 

Tinh And Lanüs Market Garden 

mailto:multic@mcsca.org.au
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Harmony day 

Bangtail Muster 

Big Bash Picnic  

Photos of the year 

Back in the Days 

30 March 2008 

5 May 2008 on the theme "The Utes of the World" 

29 June 2008 

23-24 August 2008  


